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Jesus’ Love Is Love That Takes upon Itself the Cross
  The love of Jesus Christ for us – what is that? To us, is it only a word? Or have we
experienced it?  Only those who have experienced it can, in turn, love others with
this love.  Jesus’ love – that is love that comes from eternity and leads toward
eternity.  It does not cling to temporal things but surrounds us, because we are
supposed to be eternal.  It let nothing stop it, for it is God’s eternal faithfulness to
us.  Jesus’ love – that is love that shrinks from no pain, no renunciation, no
suffering, if it helps the other person.  It is the love with which he loved us solely
for our person.  It is the love with which he loved us solely for our own sake, with
which on earth he took upon himself mockery and hatred and died on the cross.  
Jesus’ love is love that takes upon itself the cross.  Jesus’ love – that is love that is
for us as we are.  As a mother loves child as it is – and the greater the need, the
greater the love, because she knows that the child requires her love – such is the
love of Jesus for us.  He accepts us as we are. 

Even today I can believe the love of God and forgive my enemies only by going
back to the cross of Christ, to the carrying out of the wrath of God. The cross of
Jesus is valid for all. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Psalms Commentary

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 John 13.34-35 
    

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. God Is on the Cross: Reflections on Lent and Easter (pp. 70-71). Presbyterian Publishing
Corporation. Kindle Edition. 
     

 These topics, suffering and being rejected, are often (always) unwelcome topics
for our consideration.  Humanity’s driving ambition seems to be the absolute
elimination of all forms of suffering and rejection. 

Do we often feel that God’s love is subjective to our obedience?

Is the love of God for us ever deserved by us?

Why is the word ‘valid’ used in reference to the work of the cross?

Why is it easier to believe that we can earn God’s love instead of accepting
the gracious gift?

Romans reminds us that Christ died for us while we were yet sinners.   
Who do we have trouble believing that God would die for?

 How can we better express the love God has given to us to others?

Why would we love those we have trouble with?  What is God trying to do
in the command to love our enemies?  Does it bring forth our growth or
God’s glory..  both?
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