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If God's History among humans had come to an end on Good Friday, the last word on
humankind would be: guilt, revolt, unfitting of all human-titanic powers, storming of heaven by
human beings, godlessness, abandonment by God, which ends up ultimately in
meaninglessness and despair.  "Then your faith is futile. Then you are still in your sins. Then we
are the most miserable of human beings." That is, the last word spoken is: humankind.  On the
cross of Jesus Christ, not only does our moral and religious life come to ruin by being found
guilty, but our entire culture is also judged.  
Dietrich Bonheoffer, sermon in Barcelona for Easter Sunday, 8 April 1928

Christian Life means being human by virtue of the incarnation, it means being judged and
pardoned by virtue of the cross, and means to live a new life in the power of the resurrection.  
None of these becomes real without the others. 
 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  1 Corinthians 15.17

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. God Is on the Cross: Reflections on Lent and Easter (pp. 94-95). Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition. 
     

 So much of modern Christianity focuses on the cross.  Why is this?

The cross is the last word regarding the payment of sin, but it is not the last
word of hope.  How can we live better knowing that we are not just forgiven
but reconciled to God?

Who must we reconcile within the coming days?

God is using human rebellion to fulfill his purpose of the cross.  What else can
God use to fulfill his purposes?

Do we truly live as a people who are forgiven?  How can we apply this more
fully in our lives?

Do we often consider the cost that Christ paid for our forgiveness?  
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